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Biden arrives in DC with 
big plans and problems 
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BY BILL BARROW 
AND AAMER MADHANI 


Associated Press 


WILMINGTON, DEL. 

It was hardly the grand en- 
trance Joe Biden might have 
imagined. The president-elect 
arrived in the nation’s capital 
Tuesday, ready to assume pow- 
er as the nation reels from the 
coronavirus pandemic, soaring 
unemployment and grave con- 
cerns about more violence as 
he prepares to take the oath of 
office. 

Biden, an avid fan of Amtrak, 
had planned to take a train into 
Washington ahead of Inaugu- 
ration Day, but scratched that 
plan in the aftermath of the 
Jan. 6 insurrection at the U.S. 


Capitol. 

He instead planned to fly into 
a military airbase just outside 
the capital and motorcade into 
fortress D.C. — a city that’s 
been flooded by some 25,000 
National Guard troops guarding 
a Capitol, White House and 
National Mall that are wrapped 
in a maze of barricades and tall 
fencing. 

“These are dark times,” 
Biden told dozens of supporters 
in an emotional sendoff in 
Delaware before departing for 
Washington. “But there’s 
always light.” 

Biden, who ran for the presi- 
dency as a cool head who could 
get things done, plans to issue a 
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The stage on Capitol Hill was set Tuesday for the inauguration of 
Joe Biden and Kamala Harris on Wednesday. Attendance will be 
limited because of the COVID-19 pandemic and heavy security. 
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EVAN VUCCI AP 
President-elect Joe Biden stands with his wife, Jill, after speaking at the Major Joseph R. “Beau” Biden III National Guard/Reserve Center on 
Tuesday in New Castle, Delaware. They later traveled to Washington for the inauguration Wednesday. 
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12 members 
of National 
Guard are 
pulled from 
inauguration 


BY JAMES LAPORTA 
AND MICHAEL BALSAMO 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON 

Twelve U.S. Army National 
Guard members have been 
removed from the presidential 
inauguration security mission 
after they were found to have 
ties with right-wing militia 
groups or posted extremist 
views online, according to two 
U.S. officials. There was no 
threat to President-elect Joe 
Biden, they said. 

The officials, a senior in- 
telligence official and an Army 
official briefed on the matter, 
did not say which fringe group 
the guard members belonged to 
or what unit they served in. The 
officials were not authorized to 
speak publicly and spoke to The 
Associated Press on condition of 
anonymity. 

Their removal from the mas- 
sive security presence at the 
nation’s capital comes as the 
FBI worked to vet all of the 
25,000 National Guard troops 
headed to the area for Biden’s 
inauguration Wednesday. U.S. 
defense officials have been 
worried about a potential insider 
attack or other threat from serv- 
ice members following the 
deadly riot at the U.S. Capitol on 
Jan. 6 by Trump supporters that 
shocked the nation. 

Acting Defense Secretary 
Christopher Miller said in a 
statement Monday that vetting 
of National Guard troops con- 
tinues and that the Pentagon 
has found no intelligence so far 
that would indicate an insider 
threat. 

Washington has been on edge 
since the deadly insurrection at 
the Capitol, which has prompted 
extraordinary security measures 
ahead of Biden’s inauguration. 
A fire in a homeless camp 
roughly a mile from the Capitol 
complex prompted a lockdown 
Monday during a rehearsal for 
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Don’t expect a parade 
if Chiefs win Super Bowl, 
but city would celebrate 


BY ALLISON KITE 
akite@kcstar.com 


The Chiefs are once again in 
the running to play in the Super 
Bowl, but if they win, this year’s 
celebration would be a far cry 
from the massive parade nearly 
a year ago. 

Kansas City Mayor Quinton 
Lucas said Tuesday that a clas- 
sic Super Bowl parade would be 
“highly unlikely” given the se- 
vere state of the COVID-19 
pandemic, which gripped Kan- 
sas City just a few weeks after 


the Chiefs’ victory last February. 


“But there will be different 
ways that we come up with to 
try to celebrate,” Lucas said on 
the University of Kansas Health 
System’s daily briefing Tuesday 
morning. 


it to the Super Bowl, but Lucas’ 
communications director, Mor- 
gan Said, said that a possible 
celebration could be an event at 
Arrowhead Stadium, which has 
been limiting capacity to 22%, 
or about 16,000 fans, to allow 
for social distancing at games. 

The Chiefs defeated the 
Cleveland Browns on Sunday, 
earning them a spot in the AFC 
Championship game against the 
Buffalo Bills on Sunday. If they 
win that game, they earn a spot 
in the Super Bowl on Feb. 7. 

At this time last year, Chiefs 
fans were filling bars and res- 
taurants in every corner of Kan- 
sas City to watch the playoffs 
and celebrate victories. 

But with the rapid spread of 
coronavirus, crowding together 
with hundreds of thousands of 


Member of KCPD attended 
Jan. 6 rally, chief tells mayor 


BY GLENN E. RICE 
grice@kcstar.com 


Kansas City Mayor Quinton 
Lucas was alerted by Police 
Chief Rick Smith that a mem- 
ber of the police department 
attended the Jan. 6 rally in 
Washington, D.C., that preced- 
ed a riot that breached the 
Capitol building, a spokeswo- 
man for the mayor said Tues- 
day. 

The spokeswoman, Morgan 
Said, said Smith told Lucas the 
person did not enter the U.S. 
Capitol along with hundreds of 
angry supporters of President 
Donald Trump. It was not clear 
whether the department mem- 
ber was an officer or a civilian 
worker. 

That news came days after 
Smith sent a department-wide 
email asking police officers to 
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Kansas City Police Chief Rick Smith asked members of the 
department to report if they attended the rally in Washington, D.C. 


ton on Jan. 6. 

Smith said law enforcement 
agencies across the country are 
under extreme scrutiny as a 
result of the attack on the Capi- 
tol. It became known soon after 


police officers from other cities 
and members of the military 
took part in the violence that 
killed five, including a police 
officer, and injured dozens. 


The Chiefs have not yet made SEE CELEBRATION, 5A report if they were in Washing- the riot that dozens of off-duty SEE POLICE, 5A 
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